
 
 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

Lower energy costs plus reliable production: KHS 

offers conversion of its shrink tunnels to alternative 

sources of energy 

 

• Turnkey supplier provides individual solutions for its customers 

• Flexible conversion to electricity, natural or liquid gas  

• More energy- and resource-saving optimizations in the portfolio 

 

Dortmund, February 9, 2023 – Since the invasion of Ukraine in February 

2022, prices for electricity, gas and oil have rocketed. The situation on the 

world’s energy markets remains tense, with the high costs a huge 

financial burden for both consumers and industry. There is an increasing 

demand for alternative solutions to secure an economical supply of 

energy in the long term. This is where KHS comes in with its package of 

shrink tunnel conversions. With it, the Dortmund specialist for filling and 

packaging systems enables its clients to convert their existing machinery 

to a number of different forms of energy.  

 

Over the last few weeks lots of concerned customers have contacted Bernd 

Pauls, KHS service sales support manager. “The big rise in energy prices is 

making the beverage industry very nervous. Our customers – and especially 

those in Europe – are really worried about the continuing secure supply of 

natural gas and electricity. They’re now looking for economical ways of ensuring 

the energy supply for their machine parks in the long term.” As an experienced 

service specialist, Pauls knows that there is no general formula here. “Each 

bottler has different requirements and challenges. In close cooperation with our 

customers, we thus work to find specific remedies that are perfectly tailored to 

the current and future needs of the respective company.” 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Various conversion packages for KHS shrink tunnels 

To this end, KHS has put together an extensive tool kit of conversion variants. 

Taking the shrink tunnel as an example, Pauls outlines the flexible options 

available. “Our customers can opt for conversion from one source of energy to 

another – from natural gas to electricity or liquid gas, for instance. They also 

have the option of switching the system between two types of gas or flexibly 

converting it to electricity. Conversion back to a gas supply can then be 

performed by the customer as required.” This significantly reduces dependence 

on a single source of energy and increases the security of supply.   

 

The conversion variants greatly differ in their nature and complexity. “Some are 

carried out by our experts just once; others are conversions that provide 

reversible setup options,” Pauls explains. Conversions are available for 

practically all existing shrink tunnels and are installed by KHS specialists 

specifically trained for the job. There is usually no change in machine control for 

the operating personnel. With the reversible option the setup is changed by the 

customer either digitally in a matter of minutes using a selector switch on the 

HMI or by changing a module over (this takes just a few hours). “The 

customer’s engineers are of course thoroughly trained in module changeovers 

by our expert colleagues,” says Pauls. 

 

Extensive advice 

In addition to providing technical support on site, KHS also delivers extensive 

advice regarding energy optimization of installed systems. This includes a 

number of energy-saving packages. On the shrink tunnel one of these is a 

standby option where on a production stop the temperature can be manually or 

automatically lowered by about 50°C.  

 

When it comes to the use of resources, KHS has made great progress in the 

last few years. On its shrink packers, for example, not only can extremely thin 

film be processed but also film made of 100% recycled material. On request 



 
 

 

 

 

 

existing packaging machines can also have a paper wrapping unit permanently 

installed.  

 

Live dialog with customers: Technical Talks  

KHS offers its customers advice and information on the various conversion 

options and their specific benefits in its supplementary global Technical Talks 

webinar series. Pauls and his colleagues recently held four seminars on the 

energy supply and efficiency of KHS machines that met with a very positive 

response: over 200 interested viewers took part. Further information is planned 

to be published in the coming weeks.  

 

You can find the next dates for our Technical Talks at: 

https://webinar.khs.com/en/  

 

For more information go to:  

www.khs.com/en/media 

 

Subscribe to our newsletter at: 

https://www.khs.com/en/media/publications/mailing-and-newsletterservice 

  

https://webinar.khs.com/en/
http://www.khs.com/en/media
https://www.khs.com/en/media/publications/mailing-and-newsletterservice


 
 

 

 

 

 

Pictures and captions 

(Source: Frank Reinhold) 

 

Download graphic material: https://KHS.dphoto.com/album/zjagiw  
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Shrink tunnel 

KHS offers its customers individual shrink tunnel service packages, enabling 

them to convert their existing machinery over to a number of different energy 

sources. 

 

Gas and electricity cassettes 

With the help of gas and electricity cassettes, KHS customers can change the 

source of energy supplied to their shrink tunnel. They also have the option of 

switching the system between two types of gas or flexibly converting it to 

electricity. 

 

Bernd Pauls 

KHS experts like Bernd Pauls offer customers advice and information on the 

various conversion options and their specific benefits in its global Technical 

Talks webinar series, among other channels. 
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About the KHS Group 

 

The KHS Group is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of filling and packaging 

systems for the beverage and liquid food industries. Besides the parent company 

(KHS GmbH) the group includes various subsidiaries outside Germany, with 

production sites in Ahmedabad (India), Waukesha (USA), Zinacantepec (Mexico), 

São Paulo (Brazil) and Kunshan (China). It also operates numerous sales and 

service centers worldwide. KHS manufactures modern filling and packaging systems 

for the high-capacity range at its headquarters in Dortmund, Germany, and at its 

factories in Bad Kreuznach, Kleve, Worms and Hamburg. The KHS Group is a 

wholly owned subsidiary of the SDAX-listed Salzgitter AG corporation. In 2021 the 

KHS Group and its 4,954 employees achieved a turnover of around €1.245 billion. 
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